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Campus e-Update Special Edition

BHSU Campus eUpdate <Campus.eUpdate@BHSU.edu>
Tue 7/27/2021 4:51 PM

A note from BHSU Dean of Students Jane Klug
 
BHSU Students, Faculty & Staff,
 
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of a dear friend and student, Gracie Johnsrud. Originally from
Wa�ord City, N.D., Gracie was a junior majoring in elementary and special educa�on at Black Hills State University. Gracie
was an ac�ve member of the Swarm Days Commi�ee, Future Teachers Associa�on and the President of the Campus
Ac�vi�es Board (CAB).  Gracie is known for her posi�ve a�tude, magne�c personality and adventurous spirit.  She made a
huge impact on campus and had a way of making BH feel like home for many new students.  
 
Over the summer, Gracie shared her apprecia�on and passion for student ac�vi�es on campus by serving as the intern in
the Student Engagement and Leadership Center in the BH Student Union.  She was ac�vely assis�ng with Green & Gold
Days, student organiza�on programming and finalizing the campus programs for fall semester.  It was Gracie’s goal to start
this fall semester with a united group of student organiza�ons that would create a vibrant, fun and lively campus for all to
enjoy.
 
Gracie was the recipient of the Student Leadership Scholarship awarded last spring at the Student Volunteer Awards
Celebra�on. This is the only award chosen by all the student leaders and truly says something about Gracie – everyone
loved her.  Her presence will be missed beyond comprehension.
 
There will be a ceremony to celebrate the wonderful life of Gracie Johnsrud on Friday, July 30 at 11:00am (CST) at Rough
Rider Event Center in Wa�ord City, North Dakota.   Addi�onally, there will be a memorial service for Gracie on campus at a
later date where students can share stories of their �me with her at BHSU. 
 
In honor of Gracie and her favorite color, the BHSU Campus will be wearing yellow this Thursday and Friday, July 29th &
30th.  Addi�onally, BHSU students will be pos�ng Social Media photos wearing yellow with the hashtag
#beau�fuldaythegraciejway.  
 
The students from CAB would like to bless campus with a final comment …. “As Gracie J. would say, “Have a beau�ful day!”
 
Students interested in grief resources during this difficult time, please contact Sarah Hewitt, Director of Counseling, in the
Counseling Center (Student Union 006).  
Sarah.Hewitt@bhsu.edu
(605)642-6520
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